
Thompson Parish Council 

Minutes of Council Meeting held in Thompson Village Hall 

 at 7:00pm on Tuesday 1st September August 2009 

 
Present. Councillors:  G.Sharp (acting Chair), D. Gregory, J. Josiah, A. Murphy (RF0), I. Robertson, 

K.Winslow 

Also present: Nine members of the public.  Laura Handford, Business Development Manager, 

Flagship Housing.  

 

1. Apologies for absence – Councillor Johnson. Councillor P Cowen (Breckland District Council) 

 

2. Declarations of interests - No interests were declared. 

 

3. Planning – consideration of planning application 3PL/2009.0705/F, one affordable bungalow on 

corner plot of School Road (re-submission of pp 3PL/2008/1698/F) 

Councillor Sharp read out an excerpt from an email received from Councillor Philip Cowen relating 

to responses he received from Flagship to questions posed to him by individuals.   This text is 

quoted here:   

 
We (Flagship Housing) have no intention (nor would we be permitted by Breckland or the 
Homes & Communities Agency) to sell off the replacement homes on the Airey homes site.  It 
is highly likely that the homes would be for social rent, but potentially we could consider a 
shared ownership home when we are in a position to move that scheme forward. 
  
As for the current tenants, when I (Laura Handford) met with them recently they expressed 
that they would only want to move once, whether this was to the School Road bungalow or to 
an alternative bungalow.  Although they are in a house at present they recognise that it isn’t 
really suitable for the longer term and to move out and return to a new house on site would 
not be appropriate. 
 

Suspension of meeting for public participation – Mrs L May stated her grievance about 

Breckland’s decision to put on hold her interest in purchasing the plot of land.   Mr K French 

raised a concern that should Breckland put aside the settlement boundary in consideration of this 

application this may open the flood gates for future dismissals of the boundary.  Mrs Handford 

clarified that current legislation prevents the re-drawing of the settlement boundary on the basis 

of a single planning decision.  A concern was raised relating to the general poor drainage on the 

site, and Mrs Handford confirmed this has been identified within the site surveys and is a factor 

which would be dealt with within the build.   Other queries were raised in relation to the 

protection of the oak trees on site, sewage and appearance of proposed building.  Mrs Handford 

responded to these queries and clarified the intentions of Flagship.   These intentions are 

identified within the reports commissioned by Flagship to support their planning application.  

 

The meeting re-opened – Discussion among members relating to the suitability of this site for 

such development.  Other sites were suggested but it was acknowledged that they also had 

factors to consider.  The following comments to Breckland were identified: 

• associated cost to provide a suitable solution to the current poor site drainage may prove 

too high for the applicant to consider, resulting in an enduring problem;  

• the tree root protection zone overlaps the corner of the bungalow;  

• the current sewage facility for the adjacent houses is sited within the plot and it is 

unclear what exact provision will be made for a suitable re-location.  

  

It was noted that a section 106 could be requested on this application stating that first priority 

for future tenants be given to those with a village connection.  The council confirmed with Mrs 

Handford that this would be their wish.  

 

A vote was taken and the result was; 2 in favour of the application, 3 against and 1 abstention.  

 

Meeting closed at 8.20pm  

Signed…………………………………………………………..  Date…………………………………………….. 


